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The inaugural presentation of the Players’ Cap 
provided an exciting end to the 2011/2012 season.  
Brendon McCullum was announced as the first 
recipient of the cap, awarded at a small private 
function with the BLACKCAPS players, 
management and NZCPA staff following the 
conclusion of the third test against South Africa in 
Wellington. It is important to note that the initial 
presentation evening was a wonderful occasion 
and reinforced what a superb initiative this award is.  
The players established the award which is voted 
on by them throughout the year and provides a 
much greater reflection of the ‘player of the year’ 
than any previous award presented in the cricket 
environment.  An athlete in any sport around the 
world will agree that being recognised by your 
peers as the number one player is the highest 
possible accolade in sport.  Athletes and players out 
in the middle, in the heat of the battle, know who is 
performing to a high class and which performances 
best help the team.  The players believe this is the 
best way to establish New Zealand’s player of the 
year and, if the atmosphere in the room that 
evening was anything to go by, The Players’ Cap will 
fast become the most treasured award in cricket in 
New Zealand. Congratulations to Brendon, 
recipient of the Players’ Cap in 2012.

Congratulations must go to Brad Wilson and the 
Northern Knights for taking out the Plunket Shield,  
the most prized competition on the domestic 
circuit. After 10 rounds and a competition that had 
been going since November last year, the Plunket 
Shield was still up for grabs going into the last 
round which speaks volumes for the 
competitiveness of the competition.  Although they 
lost the last match, the Knights had done enough to 
win the competition outright by virtue of being the 
most consistent team throughout the season. 

We are heading into a busy period with NZC and 

the six Major Associations with a number of reviews 
already underway following the conclusion of the 
international and domestic seasons. The recent 
team meetings conducted by the NZCPA discussed 
the domestic schedule, franchising, the Master 
Agreement financial update, grounds and facilities 
and new ventures in the USA and UAE.  Cricket is 
continuing to grow and progress in many different 
ways which is a major positive for the sport.  With 
the sport changing  rapidly, it is important that we 
take the time to stop and reflect where the game is 
at, how it is currently structured and what can be 
done to improve the game at all levels.  We will 
continue to work with NZC and the six Major 
Associations to review the domestic schedule and 
improve the standard of facilities and programmes 
around our high performance environment and 
report back to the team player representatives as 
we go. 

Importantly, we will also be advocating for the 
development of a structure at domestic level that is 
better placed to manage and grow professional 
cricket whilst enabling the experts at the amateur 
level of the game to concentrate on expanding and 
growing the sport at that level. The professional 
and amateur components of the sport must be 
joined at the hip but we must also acknowledge 
that they are two different components that each 
require a different focus, a different skill set and, 
most importantly, a decision making structure and 
process that is not conflicted because of the 
different (and sometimes competing) needs of 
these two components.  We have a wonderful 
supporter base in cricket that is passionate about 
the sport and there are many active participants at 
all levels.  The professional requires a dedicated and 
unencumbered commercial and high performance 
focus – we must ensure we have a structure in place 
that can meet the new and evolving needs of the 
professional arm of the game whilst also making 
sure the current structures running the amateur 

level of the sport are enhanced.  The next few 

months represent an important juncture for the 

sport as we work with NZC on investigating new 

structures to take the game forward into the future.

We had a busy end to the NCPA events 

programme this season with very successful 

Masters matches against the Otago Country XI in 

Alexandra and the Northern Maori XI in Rotorua.  It 

is fantastic to be able to take the game and its 

former stars to parts of New Zealand who do not 

get to see regular professional cricket.  It is a great 

way for the NZCPA to help foster and develop the 

game through the use of our members’ time and 

expertise.  We also completed the annual Masters 

Tournament in Queenstown which was once again 

a fantastic weekend away for our members.  The 

cricket was largely fun but competitive at times and 

the other activities including golf, a wine tour, a 

cocktail party and the tournament dinner were 

great occasions for people to get together and 

catch up about times gone by and the new roads 

people are forging.  The Masters Tournament is a 

significant focus for the NZCPA and we need to 

keep growing the event and include more past 

player members where we can – if you have any 

ideas or thoughts as to how we can add to the 

tournament and continue to increase 

participation, please do not hesitate to get  

in touch.

Finally, we wish all our members all the best 

for the winter and the best of luck to those 

playing abroad.

Best wishes

Heath Mills 

Chief Executive

welcome…
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PLUNKET SHIELD
They were the first to hoist the Plunket Shield on its 
comeback two seasons ago and Northern Districts 
(ND) have been reunited with the hallowed trophy 
again in 2011-2012.

Their four-win, two-loss and four-draw campaign 
was exactly identical to Central Districts (CD) but the 
securing of more bonus points ensured the silverware 
headed north after a one-year sojourn in Canterbury.

ND’s losses came in the first and last matches of 
the season and the second one, to CD, came with 
the title already secured and a taste of champagne 
savoured at lunch on the final day.

The 252-run victory was the biggest in CD’s 
history but it did nothing to take away the sweet 
taste of success from their close rivals.

ND was forced to sweat a bit in failing to record a 

batting bonus point in their first innings but their 
victory was confirmed when Auckland failed to 
bowl Canterbury out inside 110 overs in the pursuit 
of a maximum 20 points.

ND have now won the first-class competition 
eight times – once as the Plunket Shield in its earlier 
days in 1962-63, four times as the Shell Trophy, once 
as the State Championship and now another pair of 
Plunket triumphs.

CD leap frogged Auckland to claim second, 
Wellington challenged late in the season but couldn’t 
get any closer than fourth, Otago were fifth and 
Canterbury’s fortunes fluctuated wildly over the course 
of 12 months to go from champions to dead last.

ND’s campaign started off with a hiss and a roar 
thanks to the availability of BLACKCAPS stars Daniel 
Vettori, Kane Williamson, BJ Watling, Trent Boult and 

Tim Southee at various stages. They were then able to 
keep momentum when those BLACKCAPS were 
absent in a real collective effort.

Only two batsmen, Watling and recalled test 
batsman Daniel Flynn, averaged over 50 but six 
bowlers took over 10 wickets at a cost of less than 30.

It proved while batsmen set up games, it is 
bowlers that win them and ND were never short of 
firepower in the pursuit of 20 wickets.

Flynn topped the run-scoring charts with 584 at 
83.42, including three centuries, to knock down the 
door for a national recall while Watling made 345 at 
86.25 and Hamish Marshall also contributed well 
with 486 at 44.18.

Brent Arnel richly deserved ND’s Player of the Year 
honour by taking 36 wickets at 23.25 and also 
earned a test call-up as a result. Graeme Aldridge 
took 28 at 25.92 while Vettori and Southee took 12 
each at a very low cost.

It is never a surprise to see Mathew Sinclair at the 
top of the run-scoring statistics and that was again 
the case this season. He made 809 runs at 53.93, 
which was 129 more than anyone else and the 
second highest haul of his career, behind 904 in 
2008-2009.

Second was opener George Worker, flourishing in 
his new life at Canterbury with 680 runs and CD’s Carl 
Cachopa 13 behind with 412 runs including three 
centuries at 82.40 coming in his last five matches. 

Otago’s Neil Wagner continued to push his case 
for national honours, with 46 wickets at 26.32 being 
the second season in a row he has led the way for 
the bowlers. He now has 97 victims at 22.30 over the 
past two summers.

Bruce Martin’s left-arm spin netted him 37 wickets 
for Auckland, Arnel was third and interestingly, 
Zimbabwe’s Kyle Jarvis, was fifth in a fruitful 31-scalp 
burst for CD in the second half of the season.

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP – Plunket Shield
Neil Wagner was the Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP for 
the Plunket Shield in 2011/2012. 

The Otago Volts opening bowler was impressive 
throughout the Plunket Shield this summer, 
finishing with 230.57 Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP points 
in the Plunket Shield. Not only has Wagner earned 
the MVP overall bowler honour two years running, 
but he also has the distinction of being named the 

Plunket Shield Most Valuable Player for the second 
successive season. 

Bruce Martin finished second on the Fujitsu Heat 
Pumps MVP Plunket Shield table with 195.03 points, 
just ahead of Kieran Noema-Barnett with 177.43 and 
Brent Arnel who finished with 175.90 MVP points in 
fourth place. 

The leading batsman in the Plunket Shield MVP 
points table was Matthew Sinclair with 146.12. 

Sinclair lead with 809 runs (three centuries and four 
half centuries), ahead of George Worker who 
finished with 120.48 MVP points (680 runs) and Carl 
Cachopa 120.47 MVP points (667 runs).

Wagner was well ahead in the bowling MVP 
rankings with 192.58 points. Bruce Martin finished 
with 167.90 points (37 wickets at 37.00) and Brent 
Arnel on 155.29 (36 wickets at 23.25). 

By Dean Wedlake
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On results alone, South Africa’s tour of New Zealand 
appeared to be a fruitless one as far as the home 
side is concerned. But scratch below the surface 
and there were more than enough personal and 
team achievements to hearten the spirits.

The BLACKCAPS could have (and should have) 
won the first-up Twenty20 series, but were 
outclassed and whitewashed 3-0 in the ODIs then 
put up a fight in whites during a 1-0 test series 
defeat.

South Africa, the number two side in the world in 
all three forms, arrived with revenge on their minds 
after a shock quarter-final exit at the hands of the 
pumped-up BLACKCAPS the previous year.

They left with retribution, especially in the ODI 
arena, but knew they had been in a battle.

South Africa’s designs on becoming the number 
one test nation were ambushed, with a 3-0 series 
result beyond them due to a mixture of weather 
and the plucky New Zealanders.

The BLACKCAPS’ solitary victory came in the first 
international match of the tour, a six-wicket 
Twenty20 triumph in Wellington where Tim Southee 
set it up with 3-28 and a red-hot Martin Guptill 
knocked it over with an unbeaten 78 off 55 balls.

They were beaten in Hamilton, thanks to a world 
record blitzkrieg of 117 not out of 51 balls by new 
kid on the block Richard Levi, and should have won 
at Eden Park in the third match but for a calamitous 
finish in chasing an eminently achievable 165.

Runs and wickets were hard to come by in a 
forgettable ODI campaign, where all of South Africa’s 
big guns fired and rendered New Zealand’s artillery 
ineffective. Three times the BLACKCAPS batted first 
and three times they failed to set formidable totals.

Their 253-9 was chased down with 28 balls and six 

wickets in hand at Wellington, 230 was hauled in by 
the same victory margin and 70 balls at Napier and the 
sweep was completed when the Proteas pulled in 206 
with five wickets in hand and 40 balls in Auckland.

Brendon McCullum’s 85 in the second ODI was the 
only score above 60 and no bowler took more than 
two wickets in a match, although Brendon’s brother 
Nathan – a hero in the World Cup quarter-final – went 
at around three and half an over from his 17 overs.

Conversely, South Africa were brilliantly led by 
AB de Villiers with 146 runs and no dismissals 
including 106 not out in the first ODI, and kept the 
scoring rate water-tight with the ball.

They might have had designs on carrying that 
dominance into the test arena but the BLACKCAPS 
weren’t going to go down without a fight.

It was a shame that the final day of the first test in 
Dunedin was washed away by rain as a potentially 
enthralling finish had been set up.

The second test was the Vernon Philander show 
as his 10-114 led to a nine-wicket victory, and the 
26-year-old hogged the headlines again in 
Wellington by becoming the second-quickest 
bowler to 50 wickets in the history of the game.

But a few performances by New Zealanders 
earned them column inches as well.

Martin’s four-ball burst to dismiss Smith, Kallis 
and de Villiers continued his love affair with 
Proteas batsmen. The 37-year-old veteran has 
taken 52 of his 226 test wickets off South Africa at 
a cost of 27.05, a truly monumental achievement 
against some of the world’s pre-eminent 
run-makers. McCullum and captain Ross Taylor 
also featured heavily in Dunedin and at 58 and 48 
respectively, could have been on their way to 
steering New Zealand to a famous chase of 401 if 
not for the weather.

As far as Seddon Park was concerned, there was 
little to cheer about apart from a stunning return to 
test cricket by Mark Gillespie. Selected on the back 
of dominant domestic form, Gillespie took 5-59 in 
the first innings and enthralled the crowds with his 
unorthodox lower-order hitting as well.

It didn’t mean a lot at the time, given his side 
were doomed to defeat, but a second innings 77 to 

Kane Williamson was a sneak peak at what was to 
come at the Basin Reserve.

South Africa always had control of the third 
test but were denied on the final day by one of 
the finest rearguards in New Zealand history.

Williamson kept one of the most potent 
international attacks at bay for five and a half 

hours, scoring a magnificent 102 not out and 
defying Morne Morkel in particular. 

Morkel took every wicket to fall in the 
BLACKCAPS innings with 6-23 but even his 
brilliance couldn’t account for Williamson’s grit and 
determination.

While the 21-year-old’s crowning achievement 
couldn’t stave off a series defeat, it stood alongside 
Gillespie’s resurgence and promising, if not 
completely fulfilling, contributions from the top 
order that provide hope for the tour to the West 
Indies in the middle of 2012. 

By Dean Wedlake
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Masterful 
weekend in 
every way 
By Kerry Walmsley
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It is now a pretty simple equation, ex-first class 
cricketers + Queenstown = one hell of an NZCPA 
Masters Weekend! The weather keeps getting 
better each year (if possible) and the wickets that 
Pete Domigan prepares at the Queenstown Events 
Centre (QEC) continue to assist in the game’s former 
players displaying the old nuances that made them 
successful during their competitive playing careers.  
Once again Queenstown reinforced why it is one of 
the world’s most magnificent tourist destinations 
with clear blue skies punctuating the views 
throughout the weekend. This is the fifth 
consecutive year the Masters Weekend has been 
held in Queenstown and the tenth event in total.

Once again the local attractions were the draw 
card as teams arrived on Thursday and Friday in the 
lead in to the weekend. The NZPGA ProAm was also 
on over the weekend so golf courses were busy but 
those heading to Arrowtown Golf Course were 
treated to a brilliant course, perfect conditions and 
were playing for the Inaugural NZCPA Masters golf 
title. The title was jointly won by Mike Wright and 
Mark Gunning and the team prize went to the 
foursome of Hamish Kember, Richard Irving, Kingsley 
Smith and Mike Wright. Some others chose to go 

mountain biking, head to Arrowtown or into one of 
Queenstown’s local establishments for a couple of 
“sharpeners”. Of course, given the rich quality of wine 
in the region another group were treated to an initial 
tasting by Pasquale (www.pasquale.co.nz)  
winemaker and former Canterbury all rounder, 
Cleighten Cornelius. From there he took the group to 
Gibbston Valley Winery and a special behind the 
scenes insight into this famous vineyard along with a 
tasting session of course. At 6.30pm, everyone had 
gathered at the bar for the Weekend Launch Party to 
enjoy some great DB product and set the scene for 
the days ahead. 

Saturday morning dawned clear and crisp (unlike 
many participants’ heads) and the teams headed off 
to the QEC for the first round of T20 matches. 
Unfortunately Wellington were unable to put a side 
together this year so with five teams Auckland drew 
a bye for the first round and took the time to do a 
recovery and stretching session in their beds. 
Winners from the morning round were CD over ND, 
and Canterbury over Otago. Matt Bell, Andrew 
Schwass, Cleighten Cornelius and  Warren Wisniski 
were stand outs for their respective teams in the 
first round of play. 

The afternoon session is pivotal in determining 
the ability for teams to stay in contention for title. 
Two time defending champs Canterbury made a 
statement of their aspiration to defend their NZCPA 
Masters title when they nonchalantly chased down 
Auckland’s total of 134 in 15 overs. Andrew Nuttall 
and Stu Roberts were Canterbury’s best with the 
ball, Auckland’s Richard Jones retired on 36 from 18 
balls.  Paul Rugg, Warren Wisniski and David Bond 
were the batsmen responsible for knocking off the 
total so convincingly.  In the other match Otago 
smashed 185 off their 20 overs, with Andrew Hore, 
Rhianne Smith and Ronnie Kotkamp all making over 
the retirement mark of 35. The total was too big a 
stretch for ND, Otago recorded their first win and 
day one was complete.

Sunday morning was more of the same weather 
from Queenstown, as if to prove a point that there is 
seemingly only one location to stage this event. 
Admiration of the Remarkables range and 
surrounding mountains was a fitting warm up for the 
teams competing in the morning round of day two. 
After having a bye in round two, CD needed a win 
to stay in touch with Canterbury. Their opponents 
were Auckland but thanks to “The Mer” himself 
(playing for CD through his Dannevirke heritage) 
claiming 2 for 13 off his  4 overs. CD however made 
slightly hard work of the total getting there with 6 
wickets down with 3 overs to go. Meanwhile the 
Canterbury juggernaut rolled on and they claimed 
their third victim in the form of ND. So the afternoon 
round matchup of CD versus Canterbury was in 
effect a final with a slim chance of Otago creeping 
into contention if they won and CD lost. One of the 
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most impressive spells of bowling in the 10 year history of the 
competition from Dean Askew (4 for 15) saw Canterbury capitulate for 65. 
Askew was very well backed up by Andrew Schwass only conceding 8 runs from 
3 overs. CD knocked the runs off in 9 overs with Craig Ingham and Mark 
Greatbatch putting on 56 runs for the first wicket. 

Because of this result, the other fourth-round match was irrelevant in terms of 
title aspirations but MVP points and individual performances were on the line 
for tournament team selection. Thanks to Lindsay Breen and Hayden Finch 
scoring unbeaten half centuries and Auckland being unable to chase the score 
down, Otago won their second match of the weekend. 

So CD won the tournament with Canterbury second and Otago third. Andrew 
Schwass was named as the MVP for the weekend. Andrew was very consistent 
with the ball and even managed to rip a couple in around the ears of a few old 
foes that were greeted with wry smiles. Let it go boys!

This year was the second time a tournament team was selected by the 
selectors Barry Sinclair, Glen Sulzberger and Kerry Walmsley. 

nzcpA Masters tournament team 2012
Andrew Hore (2nd cap) – Otago (capt)

Richard Jones – Auckland

Craig Ingham – CD

Mark Greatbatch – CD

Paul Rugg – Canterbury

Warren Wisniski – Canterbury

Martyn Sigley – CD

Andrew Schwass – CD

Dean Askew – CD

Aaron Gale – Otago

Andrew Nuttall (2nd cap) – Canterbury 

Barry Cooper – ND

The weekend would not be anywhere near the success it is, or in fact possible,  
without the generous support of the North and South Trust and Grassroots Trust. 

We also acknowledge the support of Otago, ND and CD this year assisting in 
funding their teams’ meals over the weekend.  Thanks again to Paul, Michelle 
and the crew at the Mercure Queenstown Resort and the QEC, in particular Pete 
Domigan and the ground staff, for their contribution to the success of the 
weekend. Good to catch up with the DB boys down there who have now 
assisted us in three very successful events. 

We look forward to next year’s event which will again be held in Queenstown 
during the month of April. I am sure our team organizers, who have been 
magnificent again this year, and the NZCPA will be in touch again as soon as 
details are confirmed.  
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pulling  
stumps
By Kerry Walmsley

When you get to my age you realise you are closer 
to the end than the start of your career. With this 
comes the daunting prospect of life after cricket 
and finding out what exactly it is you want to do. I’m 
sure this is the case for a number of current 
cricketers, but I’m equally aware that many younger 
cricketers have no idea what they would do if they 
weren’t playing cricket. 

Through the NZCPA’s Career and Personal 
Development Programme you are able to access a 
huge number of business mentors, networks and 
opportunities with a view to giving you as much 
information and opportunity as you want to assist 
in shaping your life post-cricket. 

I have been engaged in the programme over the 
past 4 years. Not everyone is at the same stage in 
their off-field thinking. Some of you may feel you’re 
only about cricket at the moment and that off-field 
planning is not required. Since beginning my work 
in the programme I realised I could have balanced 
this work with my cricket at an earlier stage in my 
cricket career, even if it was a minimal introduction 
to some areas. 

I ended up doing a property paper by 
correspondence through Massey while I was in 
Lancashire because I found the weeks dragged on 
over there so I wanted to do something productive. 
During the last winter, I stayed in New Zealand and 
had ankle surgery. This presented the perfect time to 
get stuck in and go through the whole process. I was 
put onto Lee Brodie from Career Dynamic who was 
useful in narrowing down what industries and roles I 
was most interested in. During this time I also learnt 
that there are a number of skills which you gain from 
being a cricketer which are directly transferable into 
many different roles in the workforce. 

The next step was meeting with different business 
mentors to get more information about what they 
did, how they ended up getting there and in some 
cases seeing if they had any possible opportunities . 
These mentors were from all sectors ranging from 
Telecom and Fletcher Building to Johnson and 
Johnson Healthcare and Brittain Wynyard. The 
Programme Manager Aidan Hobson drove all of 
these meetings. These sessions were great to gain 
information about various industries, and also good 
opportunities to learn how to talk about yourself in a 

different environment. Commercial speak is a bit 
removed from cricket speak.

This process lasted for about three months and 
after initially looking at a sales representative job as a 
good introductory role, I was fascinated by the 
medical industry and in particular orthopaedic sales. 
So I met again with Steve Hamilton who was the 
mentor from Johnson and Johnson and discussed 
what I needed to do to make myself more 
employable, especially since I have been playing 
cricket for the last seven years, so my work 
experience had been minimal.

It really was a great experience, daunting at first 
but one that everyone needs to go through at one 
stage or another. With the assistance of Aidan the 
process was made that much easier. You are 
empowered with deciding what and how much you 
want to do at any given time. We are fortunate that 
the NZCPA invest so much time and resource into 
career development and place a great emphasis on 
it. It’s all there if you’re willing to get out of your 
comfort zone and are prepared to put some time 
and effort into it.

career development

This season has seen three 

long-serving and very 

successful first class cricketers 

retire from the game at that 

level. Two top order batsmen 

took their last walk back to the 

pavilion, their final reflection 

on their mode of dismissal and 

what, if anything, they could 

have done to prevent it, disarm 

their protective equipment 

and when they felt ready, 

re-engage with their team 

mates in the viewing area. 

For the third of these retirees, an opening bowler, it 
was the last time he handed his cap to the umpire, 

By Brandon Hiini
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carefully marked out his run up, did a 
couple of final stretches and warm up 
balls, contemplated the line and length 
he needed to bowl, then turned, roared 
in, and direct all his energy down 
towards the awaiting batsman.

Craig Cumming, Peter Ingram and 
Michael Mason represented their 

provinces with huge pride and much 
success. On the back of their recent 

retirements, no less than a combined 649 first 
class and List A matches were left in their wake. 

Their respective skill sets and success at first  
class level also saw them deservedly represent 
their country.

Any more combined analogies need to cease 
here as their careers deserve standalone surmising. 
Over a 19 year first class career, Craig Cumming 
scored 9016 first class runs from 145 matches 
compiling 23 tons and 42 half centuries. And 
some wickets of course, too, Sid! Craig also forged 
a very good career in the shorter formats, as  
the game and the way he played evolved over 

his career.
He debuted for Canterbury in the 1993/1994 

season but his move from Canterbury to 
Otago saw Craig flourish as a player and a 
leader. His contribution to Otago Cricket 
extends far beyond his runs and wickets. 
During his 12 years of service to the 
province he was captain for 10 years.  He 

has seen his team win one day and T20 
titles and retires from the game as one of 

this country’s true legends of the 
domestic game. Craig played 11 test 
matches and 13 ODI’s for New 
Zealand. His test debut was against 

the great Australian side at Lancaster 
Park in the 2004/2005 season, a game in 

which he scored 74 in the first innings.
During his career, Peter Ingram reinvented 

himself as a batsman to the point where he became 
one of the most feared for a bowler. Standing at the 
top of your mark and planning your next delivery to 
“Pa” was a very uncomfortable prospect more 
often than not. The success of this approach saw 
him proudly earn selection for his country. Peter 
debuted for CD in 2002 and has since been a 
regular member of the side in all formats of the 
game.  He retires as the second highest run scorer 
in first-class cricket for CD behind Mathew Sinclair 
and holds the two highest individual scores for 
the association – 247 against ND in 2008/2009 and 
245* against Wellington the following season.  He 
also holds a number of partnership records 
including a recent world record T20 opening 
partnership (and second best partnership in all 
Twenty20 cricket) of 201 with Jamie How.  A CD / 
New Zealand first class (and 11th highest in all first 
class cricket) first wicket partnership of 428 with 

Jamie How against Wellington in 2009/2010 and CD 
highest third wicket partnership record of 264 with 
Mathew Sinclair against Northern Districts in 
2008/2009.

Michael Mason played his first game for CD in the 
1997/1998 season and finished his career at 91 first 
class matches, 134 one dayers (along with 26 ODIs) 
and 51 T20 matches. ‘Mace’ built a reputation as a 
tough, uncompromising team man. His ability to 
bowl an impeccable line and length, demanding 
and always building scoreboard pressure were keys 
to his success as a cricketer. When you speak to 
players Mace has played with you get the same 
comments, not a bad word to be said, a person of 
great integrity who always demanded the best 
from himself and hoped his team mates followed. 
The most recent memory of course is smashing his 
team home from a seemingly hopeless position in 
this year’s Ford Trophy.

A great career and huge loss to the ranks in CD 
but with some young promising quicks emerging it 
should help soften the loss of Mace. We wish all 
three the very best for their futures and look 
forward to them joining the past player ranks in the 
NZCPA and remaining connected to the sport they 
gave so much to.
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ANZ National Bank confirmed  
as a NZCPA Platinum Partner

ANZ National Bank has been a long and valued 
supporter of cricket in New Zealand, so it is with 
much pleasure that we announce a new partnership 
with ANZ National Bank that will focus on creating 
tailored financial solutions for all NZCPA members. 

Over previous years the NZCPA have had a 
business club relationship with the National Bank, 
but the new partnership is with both brands and 

will be focused on developing stronger 
relationships between our members and bank staff.  

NZCPA Chief Executive Heath Mills said, “this is a 
tremendous new partnership for the NZCPA and 
 I am sure it will have a positive impact on all of  
our members”. 

“The highlight of this relationship with ANZ 
National Bank is that our members will be able to 
connect with dedicated bank staff who will each 
have an understanding of the wider cricket 
environment and therefore ensure our members 
are able to discuss their finances with a trusted and 
knowledgeable person.”

Offer to Members
The NZCPA will work closely with a dedicated 

group of ANZ National senior regional mobile 
managers who will oversee the NZCPA relationship 
throughout the country. All members (current, past 
and the White Ferns) will be able to meet with the 

appropriate bank staff member in a no-obligation 
meeting to assess your own financial structures. 

The NZCPA recognises that all our members are 
at different life stages and as such the offer can be 
used over a full range of banking services available, 
from private banking, house lending, running a 
small to medium sized business through to 
everyday transactional requirements. 

Fujitsu Heat Pumps has made available to all 
NZCPA members the Fujitsu Heat Pumps Friends 
and Family discount. This is a great initiative and 
one where NZCPA members will be able to benefit 
directly from the great relationship we have with 
Fujitsu Heat Pumps. 

For more information and to access this offer, 
please check the secure members area or contact 
the NZCPA office for more information.

players Golf 
day 2012 – 
preview 
The annual Players’ Golf Day is to take place at 
The Grange on Friday 1st June. 

While winter is not the ideal time to host the 
Players Golf Day, it is the only period where the 
majority of the BLACKCAPS are available to attend. 
Prior to beginning an extremely busy winter 
schedule, many past and present BLACKCAPS will 
be on hand to host the golf day which raises 
awareness and funds for The Cricketers’  
Hardship Trust. 

The Cricketers’ Hardship Trust was established at 
the request of current professional players who 
recognised a need to assist those players who had 
gone before them and had fallen on hard times. The 
primary purpose of the trust is to relieve poverty 
through providing financial relief and assistance to 
cricketers and their families in times of financial 
hardship or other extraordinary circumstances.

The annual Players’ Golf Day is the principle 
fundraising vehicle for the trust and provides an 
opportunity for the current players to engage with 
the cause and contribute to the raising of funds. 
This year we aim to raise an additional $15,000 for 
the fund from the Players’ Golf Day, which will 
contribute toward the identified target of creating a 
self-sustaining reserve fund. 

Hardship can strike anyone at any time. It is at 
these times that it is great to know that help is 
available. Details about the day are all online at  
www.procricket.co.nz. 

international 
fujitsu heat  
pumps Mvp 

Brendon McCullum’s consistency for the 
BLACKCAPS was rewarded, topping this year’s 
international Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP rankings. 
With last year’s international MVP winner 
Daniel Vettori not playing in either the T20I or 
ODI formats, it was likely that a new Fujitsu Heat 
Pumps MVP would emerge for 2011/2012,  
with McCullum ultimately taking out the 
coveted honour.  

McCullum has been the most consistent batsman 
across the three formats which meant he was the 
deserved most valuable player in international 
cricket this summer. 

Following an unfortunate injury to Ross Taylor in 
the Zimbabwe test, McCullum was handed the 
captaincy until the South African test series. The 
added responsibility seemed to inspire McCullum’s 
performances, personified by a match-winning 119 
in the third ODI against Zimbabwe. 

Contributing to the team in all formats is a 
difficult challenge but one that McCullum was able 
to execute with great effect. Not only was he the 
Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP for the International T20 
earlier in the season, but he was also the winner of 
the Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP ODI rankings as well.

McCullum finished the season with 303.06 Fujitsu 
Heat Pumps MVP points, a lead of 46.03 points over 
second placed Martin Guptill, whose outstanding 
one day and T20I form ensured he finished second 
on the overall table with 257.03 MVP points. Doug 
Bracewell, Kane Williamson and Rob Nicol  
rounded out the top five on the Fujitsu Heat  
Pumps MVP rankings. 

Commercial Update

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP - Overall
Brendon McCullum  303.06
Martin Guptill  257.30
Doug Bracewell  232.65
Kane Williamson  199.93
Rob Nicol  173.08

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP - Overall 
Bowling
Doug Bracewell 191.19
Chris Martin  137.08
Daniel Vettori    72.83
Kyle Mills   57.93

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP - Overall 
Batting
Brendon McCullum 236.06
Martin Guptill  218.61
Kane Williamson  153.78
Ross Taylor  134.47
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fujitsu heat pumps 
Mvp – test 

Doug Bracewell has made every post a winner in 
his debut international summer. Following a 
sedate start to his international career, few 
could have imagined what the next few months 
would actually deliver in launching a test career 
that would ultimately lead to Bracewell securing 
the overall test match Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
award in 2011/12.

Bracewell’s run toward the MVP title started with 
a match-winning second innings haul of 5 - 86 to 
complete a hard fought test win in Bulawayo. The 
Australians were next on the schedule and it was in 
Hobart where Bracewell’s heralded final innings 
effort of 6 - 40 earned the BLACKCAPS an historic 
test match victory. 

The fact that Bracewell is new to test cricket is 
often easy to forget, but the consistency of his 
performances ensured he is the deserving recipient 
of the most valuable test player this summer. Close 
on the heels of Bracewell in the quest to become 
the Test Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP were the 
experienced trio of Chris Martin (2nd), Daniel 
Vettori (3rd) and Ross Taylor (4th). 

Bracewell and Martin were well clear at the top of 
the Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP test bowling table, 
with Bracewell’s 148.92 points (30 wickets) edging 
out Martin who finished with 137.08 (27 wickets). 

Ross Taylor and Brendon McCullum were the 
leading BLACKCAPS batsman in test cricket but it 
was Taylor who ended up winning the Fujitsu Heat 
Pumps MVP Test batting award. Taylor’s two 
centuries against Zimbabwe helped him to rack up 
106.19 MVP points, ahead of McCullum’s 84.97 and 
Kane Williamson finishing with 77.54 points. 

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP - Test 
Overall
Doug Bracewell  150.81
Daniel Vettori  128.60
Chris Martin 126.49
Ross Taylor 104.87
Kane Williamson 94.44

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP - Test 
Bowling
Doug Bracewell 127.02
Chris Martin  121.11
Daniel Vettori 67.34

Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP - Test 
Batting
Ross Taylor 86.87
Kane Williamson  76.04
Brendon McCullum 63.38

View the final Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP tables for 
all players in each format and compare batsman, 
bowlers and fielders at  www.procricket.co.nz 

domestic fujitsu 
heat pumps Mvp 

Gareth Hopkins was the Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
in domestic cricket for 2011/2012. 

The Auckland Aces have been consistent across 
all competitions this summer and they can thank 
the MVP performance and determination of their 
captain Gareth Hopkins as a key driver in their 
success. Hopkins was the model of consistency this 
summer and typical of many wicket keeper 
batsmen, managed to play a key role in all formats 
without necessarily occupying the headlines. 

Hopkins is the first wicket keeper batsman to win 
the overall MVP award since its introduction four 
seasons ago. Modern cricketers are increasingly 
required to perform multiple roles and it is 
testament to Hopkins’ skill as a batsman, wicket 
keeper and captain that enabled him to head all 
other contenders for the Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
rankings. Hopkins’ win reinforces the strength of 
the MVP formula in measuring the total 
contribution a player makes to their team, whether 
it be batting, bowling, fielding or as captain and 
importantly includes winning as an important 
measure of performance. 

“It is a great honour to be recognised as the 
overall Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP this season. The 
best thing is to know that my performances have 
been part of the team’s success this summer, which 
was highlighted by our winning of the HRV Cup for 
the second season in succession,” said Hopkins.

Gareth Hopkins finished the season with 300.73 
MVP points which was a narrow 0.68 points ahead 
of Otago Volts spearhead Neil Wagner. In fact the 
top five spots on the MVP table were separated by 
only 10.61 MVP points which was the closest finish 
to the overall Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP rankings 
award since its inception. Experienced domestic 
cricketers Matthew Sinclair, Andrew Ellis and James 
Franklin rounded out the top five. 

Underpinning Hopkins’ Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
award was a solid season with the bat, highlighted 
by two centuries and two half centuries in the 
Plunket Shield where he scored 523 runs at 47.54. 
While Hopkins generally bats lower in the order, it 
was his ability to score quickly in the shorter 
formats that ensured he picked up MVP batting 
points across all three formats of the game. 

Hopkins won a $500 prize, courtesy of Fujitsu 
Heat Pumps for being domestic cricket’s most 
valuable player this summer. 

Neil Wagner was second on the Fujitsu Heat 
Pumps MVP table after another strong season for 
the Otago Volts with 300.05 points. Matthew 
Sinclair shows no signs of slowing down in his 17th 
first class season compiling 806 runs (average 
53.93) to top the Plunket Shield runs scoring list 
and finish 3rd on the Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
overall table. 

Sinclair was also the batting Fujitsu Heat Pumps 
MVP this season with 254.93 MVP points. George 
Worker’s move to the Canterbury Wizards was a 
success and earned him second place on the overall 
MVP batting table with 217.90 points. Retiring 
history-making Otago Volts batsman Craig 
Cumming rounded out the top three batters on 
the MVP table.  

The bowling Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP table was 
topped by Neil Wagner for the second successive 
season. Wagner captured 46 wickets (average 
26.32) in First Class cricket with three five-wicket 
bags and resulted in a total of 244.10 MVP points. 
Bruce Martin was the second highest first class 
wicket taker with 37 that resulted in his second 
placing on the Fujtisu Heat Pumps MVP bowling 
table with 211.02 MVP points. Wellington Firebirds 
opening bowler Andy McKay rounded out the top 
three most valuable bowlers this summer with 
192.45 points.

Overall Batting Bowling
Gareth Hopkins 300.73 Matthew Sinclair 254.93 Neil Wagner 244.10

Neil Wagner 300.05 George Worker 217.90 Bruce Martin 211.02

Matthew Sinclair 293.70 Craig Cumming 204.56 Andy McKay 192.45

Andrew Ellis 290.94 James Franklin 194.69 Matt Henry 182.06

James Franklin 290.12 Hamish Marshall 185.75 Graeme Aldridge 180.93

Colin de 

Grandhomme

259.39 Anaru Kitchen 184.62 Brent Arnel 178.19

Bruce Martin 253.74 Colin de 

Grandhomme

185.99 Jeetan Patel 177.07

George Worker 250.52 Gareth Hopkins 178.73 Mark Gillespie 176.05

Keiran Noema-

Barnett

243.77 Peter Fulton 175.60 Mitchell McClenaghan 171.62

Matt Henry 242.31 Martin Guptill 170.25 Tarun Nethula 166.48

Serving new Zealand’S Current and PaSt ProfeSSional CriCket PlayerS  |  www.ProCriCket.Co.nZ
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domestic 

Overall Domestic Fujitsu Heat 
Pumps MVP – Gareth Hopkins

1. Batting – Matthew Sinclair
2. Bowling – Neil Wagner
3. Fielding – Gareth Hopkins

Domestic Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
for Plunket Shield – Neil Wagner

1. Batting – Matthew Sinclair
2. Bowling – Neil Wagner
3. Fielding – Derek de Boorder

Domestic Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
for HRV Cup – Martin Guptill

1. Batting – Martin Guptill
2. Bowling – Ronnie Hira
3. Fielding – Kruger van Wyk

Domestic Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP 
for Ford Trophy – Jimmy Neesham

1. Batting – Anaru Kitchen
2. Bowling – Mitchell McClenaghan 
3. Fielding – Gareth Hopkins

international 

International Fujitsu Heat Pumps 
MVP – Brendon McCullum

1. Batting – Martin Guptil
2. Bowling – Doug Bracewell

International Fujitsu Heat Pumps 
MVP for Test – Doug Bracewell

1. Batting – Ross Taylor
2. Bowling – Doug Bracewell

International Fujitsu Heat Pumps 
MVP for ODI – Brendon McCullum

1. Batting – Brendon McCullum
2. Bowling – Kyle Mills

International Fujitsu Heat Pumps 
MVP for T20I – Brendon McCullum

1. Batting – Martin Guptill
2. Bowling – Nathan McCullum

View the final Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP tables for 
all players in each competition and compare 
batters, bowlers and fielders at  
www.procricket.co.nz 

NZCPA Masters v 
Central Otago XI

Molyneaux Park, Alexandra 
Sunday 19th February, 2012

The NZCPA Masters series resumed with a match 
against Otago Country XI at Alexandra on Sunday. 
Mark Greatbatch captained the star-studded NZCPA 
Masters team that included fellow ex-internationals 
Geoff Allott, Roger Twose, Ewen Chatfield and Kerry 
Walmsley and featured current Otago 
representative Mark Craig. The Otago Country XI 
was not without its own legends, with Otago 
Country Board member and former Black Cap 
Shayne O’Conner lining up alongside former Otago 
players Lindsay Breen and Rhianne Smith. 

There is a strong emphasis from the Masters 
players to promote cricket and assist with coaching 
young cricketers as part of the Masters series. At 
Molyneux Park on the morning of the match both 
teams took part in cricket skills coaching for over 
110 young cricketers from the Otago Country 
region. Some travelled from as far as Owaka in the 
Catlins, a two-and-a-half hour drive to have the 
opportunity to take part in the session. This skills 
session gave the players the opportunity to impart 
some of their vast knowledge onto the enthusiastic 
local cricketers. 

Following lunch the feature match took place on 
the main oval at Molyneux Park with the Otago 
Country XI winning the toss and deciding to bat in 
conditions ideal for batting. NZCPA Masters 
opening bowlers Wade Corneluis and Geoff Allott 
bowled with good pace and control to restrict the 
Otago Country XI top order early in the innings. 
Kerry Walmsley and Karl O’Dowda continued the 
early success for the NZCPA side by continuing  
to restrict the flow of runs toward the middle of  
the innings. 

Spin bowler Mark Craig and the local MoreFM 
competition winner Blair Jenkins aka ‘Bocky’ were 
introduced to the bowling crease which 
encouraged former Otago Rugby rep and handy 
cricketer Charlie Hore to boost the run rate with 
some clean hitting on his way to 22 off 12 deliveries. 
Fraser Wilson was the top scorer for the Otago 
Country side with 30 from 20 deliveries in posting a 
respectable total of 143 for 8. Roger Twose was the 
most successful of the NZCPA bowlers with 3 for 20 
from 2 overs. 

Chasing 144 for victory the NZCPA Masters 
opening pair of Andrew Hore and Mark Craig got off 
to a very good start with Hore especially punishing 
as he posted a match high 50 from 28 deliveries. 
Roger Twose was looking in control before he was 
dismissed for 16 in the same over as Hore. The 
double breakthrough put the Masters side under 
pressure and a tight spell of bowling by Rhianne 
Smith, (2 for 3 off 3 overs) lifted the asking rate 
above 10 runs per over, with 4 remaining overs.  

Former Central Stags wicket keeper Bevan Griggs 
kept calm throughout and played a dominant role 

NZCPA        MASTErS SErIESThe 2011/12 Fujitsu Heat Pumps MVP winners

Leading Fujitsu Heat Pumps 
MVP performances per team

Wellington Firebirds
1. James Franklin  290.12 5th overall  Batting: James Franklin
2. Jeetan Patel  242.06 11th overall Bowling: Andy McKay
3. Luke Woodcock  240.49 12th overall

Otago Volts
1. Neil Wagner  300.05 2nd overall Batting: Craig Cumming
2. Craig Cumming  229.49 17th overall Bowling: Neil Wagner
3. Nathan McCullum 202.78 28th overall

Northern Knights
1. Graeme Aldridge 234.01  14th overall Batting: Hamish Marshall
2. Hamish Marshall  209.62 26th overall Bowling: Graeme Aldridge
3. Brent Arnel  201.11   29th overall

Central Stags
1. Matthew Sinclair  293.70  3rd overall  Batting: Matthew Sinclair
2. Kieran Noema-Barnett 243.77  9th overall  Bowling: Tarun Nethula
3. Kruger van Wyk  222.07 18th overall

Canterbury Wizards
1. Andrew Ellis  290.94 4th  overall Batting: George Worker
2. George Worker  250.52 8th overall  Bowling: Matt Henry
3. Matt Henry  242.31  10th overall

Auckland Aces
1. Gareth Hopkins  300.73 1st overall  Batting: Anaru Kitchen
2. Colin deGrandhomme 259.39 6th overall  Bowling: Bruce Martin
3. Bruce Martin   253.74 7th overall 
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NZCPA Masters v Northern Maori

Smallbone Park, Rotorua 
Sunday 25th March, 2012

The next outing was brought about after 
discussions with Northern Knights manager, 
Graeme Steele and NDCA’s goal to promote 
opportunities and pathways for young Maori 
cricketers. The Northern Maori concept is a fantastic 
one and the NZCPA were proud and very keen to 
assist in what they are trying to achieve.

For this fixture we headed to Rotorua seeking to 
finish the season unbeaten. Unfortunately the 
planned skills session was abandoned due to wet 
weather. However, we set up a forum where some 
of the NZCPA Masters XI, including Ronnie Hira, 
Dion Nash and Craig Pryor,  were able to speak 
with around 40 young cricketers from the area 
about their own experiences, some tactical and 
technical thoughts and some insight into how to 
take your opportunities and what cricket has to 
offer as a sport. 

For the second time in the NZCPA Masters history 
we had a current Black Cap take the field in the form 
of Ronnie Hira. The remainder of the team was as 
follows:  Dion Nash (c), Campbell Furlong, Bevan 
Griggs, Ronnie Hira, Richard Jones, Llorne Howell, 
Richard Morgan, Adam Parore, Craig Pryor, Shane 
Thomson and Kerry Walmsley. Fortunately the 
weather lifted and the covers came off and a time 
was set to commence the match.

Dion Nash won the toss for the Masters and 
elected to bat despite the early morning rain 
delaying the start of play by an hour. Richard Jones 
and Bevan Griggs got the NZCPA Masters off to a 
brisk start before Griggs was out in the fifth over. 
Jones was forced to steady the innings after losing 
Howell and Hira in quick succession, before he was 
eventually out for an innings high of 41. 

Former International Daryl Tuffey bowled a great 
spell in the middle of the innings for the Northern 
Maori to finish with impressive figures of 2 for 9 off 3 
overs. Tamati Clarke further suppressed the Masters’ 
run rate with miserly figures of 1 for 13 off his 3 overs. 

A partnership of 47 between Parore (27) and 
Thomson (17) to close out the Masters’ innings 
ensured Northern Maori would need to bat sensibly 
to reach the target of 123. 

Current first class players Tuffey and Jono Boult 
opened the innings for Northern Maori and quickly 
had the home side in a position of strength. Boult 
led the early scoring before he was dismissed by 
Craig Pryor for 26. Tuffey looked like he would bat 
through the innings for Northern Maori until he was 
bowled by Ronnie Hira for 41 as he attempted to 
clear the ropes for a third time. 

Craig Pryor and Richard Morgan combined well 
for the Masters, taking three crucial wickets that 

helped restrict runs in the later part of the Northern 
Maori innings. Hamiora Clarke showed great 
patience to hit two boundaries in the penultimate 
over that ensured his side were able to secure 
victory with four balls to spare. 

There is a strong emphasis from the Masters 
players to promote cricket as part of the Masters 
series and importantly to assist with coaching 
young cricketers in the region. It was great to 
see many of the kids who have been part of the 
NZCT Hooked on Cricket programme over the 
past few years. 

The NZCPA would like to acknowledge the 
support of our sponsors Choice Hotels and 
Canterbury apparel, especially the hospitality from 
the Wai Ora Lakeside Spa Resort. This event in 
particular would not have been possible without 
the support of Northern Districts Cricket, Rotorua 
Cricket and the Bay of Plenty Cricket Associations.

NZCPA        MASTErS SErIES
with 41 from 28 balls in the unbeaten 68 run 
partnership with Mark Greatbatch to ensure the 
NZCPA Masters got home with 3 deliveries to spare. 

So a win to the NZCPA Masters who continued 
unbeaten streak for the summer. 

The entire day was a great success with a good 
crowd turning up to watch the match and we look 
forward to working with Otago Country in the 
future to build on what was an excellent event.

The NZCPA would like to acknowledge the 
support of our sponsors Canterbury apparel 
and Choice Hotels, especially the hospitality from 
Carolyn and her staff at the beautiful Clarion Suites 
Highview Apartments in Queenstown. This event 
in particular would not have been possible  
without local support from MoreFM and Central 
Otago Cricket.
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By Nathan McCullum

nzcpA Business pArtners

nzcpA fundinG pArtners

Chief Executive
Heath Mills
021 289 0092
heath.mills@nzcpa.co.nz

Operations & Events Manager
Kerry Walmsley
021 948 344
kerry.walmsley@nzcpa.co.nz

Business Development Manager
Glen Sulzberger
021 762 787
glen.sulzberger@nzcpa.co.nz 

nzcpA contActs

pLAtinuM sponsors Business cLuB MeMBers

Legal Services 
Tim Lythe
021 190 1634
tim.lythe@nzcpa.co.nz

The Indian Premier League is a professional 
league for Twenty20 cricket championship in India.  
It is currently contested by nine teams, consisting of 
players from around the world.  The glitz, glamour, 
fanatical crowds and opportunity to brush 
shoulders with some world-class international 
players is an experience I will never forget.

I left Colombo at the start of April in 2011 after a 
disappointing loss to Sri Lanka in the ICC World Cup 
semi final with Tim Southee and Jesse Ryder.  We 
were on a flight bound for Mumbai, which had a 
group of young Indian crickets fans on board, who 
were climbing over each other to try and catch a 
photograph on their phones with one or all of us.  It 
seems that if you play cricket anywhere in the 
world, Indian cricket fans will know who you are.  It 
didn’t stop there.  Once we arrived in India, in a 
shopping mall we would be followed, in a shop with 
windows hundreds would stand outside taking 
photos of us through the glass.  All of a sudden a 
few NZ cricketers who barely get recognized at 
home are being followed around like royalty.  It’s 
little wonder players like Sachin Tendaulkar and MS 
Dhoni, who are on par with royalty in India, need 
security everywhere they go.  Even something 
simple like a haircut for Dhoni attracts a mere 
10,000 people outside awaiting his new look!

Playing in the same team as ‘Dada’ (Sourav 
Ganguly) and ‘Yuvi’ (Yuvraj Singh) was an enriching 
experience.  To simply sit beside them both at times 
in the changing room and chat about the game, 
each other’s families and interests outside cricket, is 
something that probably wasn’t common in world 
cricket before the advent of the IPL.  Now we see 
up to 11 international players, all of India’s best 
as well as its most promising up and coming, 
joining together to share skills and knowledge 
and better themselves through cricket’s newest 
vehicle, the IPL.

Being part of a squad of 30-something, including 
11 internationals of which only four can play at any 
one time, means it is inevitable you will probably 
not play every game, as you mostly do at home.  
This is just part of participating in a tournament of 
this scale, but it is not always easy to sit back and 
watch 20-something matches played over 
60-something days!  When you are selected to play, 
there is a high expectation you will be a match 
winner for your team.  The pressure is high, but is 
something international players generally thrive 
on.  Outside of the game, the facilities are amazing, 
support staff are a-plenty, and there tends to be 
more net bowlers than squad members so you can 
always get what you need out of training sessions. 

The IPL is an opportunity that has opened doors 
for many players. We now see some NZ players 
earning over a million dollars a year.  This is 
something that once a player could only dream of, 
but now is a reality.  Young Indian cricketers from 
impoverished backgrounds are able to look after 
their whole families through the fortunes the IPL 
offers.  These are the lucky few of the millions of 
Indian children that aspire to ‘make it’ in cricket.  
Everywhere you go in India there are games of 
cricket on every piece of dirt clear enough to play.  
It fills you with a strange sense of happiness and 
helplessness at the same time, to see a couple 
of kids that are trying to bowl like Harbajan Singh 
or play a helicopter shot like Dhoni and for each 
of them, one hundred children copying the stance, 
back-lift and cover drive of the ‘Little Master’, 
Tendulkar!

The IPL is an experience that I am glad to have 
been a part of and I can only hope that the 
tournament continues to grow.  While many purists 
argue the ‘Bollywood spectacle’ takes away from 
the sport, I believe that while the format of the 
tournament is spirited and lively, at the end of the 
day, the cricket is played so well it attracts people’s 
attention from all over the world.

INdIAN PREMIER LEAgUE
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